
Cosponsor the Palliative Care and Hospice Education and 
Training Act  

Sending Office: Honorable Eliot L. Engel 
Sent By: S.Chaudhary@mail.house.gov  

  

150 Bipartisan Cosponsors--Passed on Suspension in the 115th Congress 

115th Congress Cosponsors: Adam Kinzinger, Betty McCollum, James Sensenbrenner, Lois Frankel, Mike 
Thompson, Jeff Fortenberry, Jim Costa, David Rouzer, Maxine Waters, Tom O’Halleran, Elise Stefanik, Jason 
Smith, Paul Cook, Lee Zeldin, Ted Lieu, Christopher Smith, Joe Courtney, Jared Huffman, Robert Whitman, 
Tony Cardenas, Madeleine Bordallo, Al Lawson, Eric Swalwell, Bradley Scott Schneider, Anna Eshoo, 
Theodore Deutch, Mike Bost, Lloyd Doggett, Val Butler Demings, Glenn Thompson, Juan Vargas, Derek 
Kilmer, Chris Collins, Grace Napolitano, Alcee Hastings, Charlie Crist, Marcy Kaptur, Alma Adams, Mark 
Pocan, Donald Norcross, Dan Newhouse, Ed Perlmutter, Peter Visclosky, Thomas Suozzi, Judy Chu, Jamie 
Herrera Beutler, Frederica Wilson, Doug Collins, Pramila Jayapal, Larry Buschon, Brendan Boyle, Al Green, 
Rosa DeLauro, Karen Bass, John Larson, Donald McEachin, Katherine Clark, Hakeem Jeffries, Kenney 
Marchant, Austin Scott, Steve Chabot, Bill Flores, Stephanie Murphy, Dan Kildee, John Rutherford, Scott 
Tipton, Carolyn Maloney, Doug LaMalfa, David Kustoff, Steve Palazzo, Anthony Brown, David Schweikert, 
Nanette Diaz Barragan, Linda Sanchez, Adam Smith, Brenda Lawrence, Marcia Fudge, Cedric Richmond, 
Pete Aguilar, Henry Johnson, Drew Ferguson, Mike Bishop, Rick Allen, Bill Posey, Michael Conaway, Cheri 
Bustos, Donald Payne, Raul Ruiz, Mike Gallagher, Salud Carbajal, Danny Davis, Gregory Meeks, Mark 
Amodei, Nita Lowey, Dwight Evans, Stephen Lynch, Don Bacon, Mac Thornberry, Norma Torres, Emmanuel 
Cleaver, Terri Sewell and Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

Dear Colleague: 

Most of us have known a loved one who has faced a serious or life-threatening illness, and can attest to the 
confusion and stress such situations entail. 

As the population of individuals with serious illnesses or complex chronic conditions grows, the need for 
specialized care grows with it. We must ensure that patients and their families can access the supportive 
services they require and that there is an adequate, appropriately trained health care workforce to provide 
those services.  

Palliative care is interdisciplinary, patient- and family-centered health care for people with serious illnesses. It 
focuses on providing relief from the symptoms, pain, and stress of a serious illness, whatever the diagnosis. 
Its goal is to relieve suffering and improve quality of life for both patients and their families. Palliative care 
entails support from a team of doctors, nurses, social workers, physician assistants, chaplains, and other 
specialists who provide an extra layer of support, including assistance with difficult medical decision making 
and coordination of care across multiple settings. Palliative care is appropriate at any age and at any stage in 
a serious illness. 

A growing body of medical research has documented the benefits of high-quality palliative and hospice care 
for patients and families, for hospitals and payers, and for the health care system as a whole. Palliative and 
hospice services have been associated with an enhanced quality of life for patients, reduced hospital 
expenditures and lengths of stay, and other positive outcomes – including higher survival rates. 



Delivery of high-quality palliative and hospice care cannot take place without a sufficient number of health 
care professionals with appropriate training and skills. To ensure an adequate, well-trained palliative care 
workforce is available, the Palliative Care and Hospice Education and Training Act focuses on three key areas: 

1. Workforce Training: Ensure we have education centers, curricula, and teachers to expand interdisciplinary 
training in palliative and hospice care and establish programs to attract and retain providers. 

2. Education and Awareness: Provide for a national campaign to inform patients, families and health 
professionals about the benefits of palliative care and the services that are available to support patients with 
serious or life-threatening illness. 

3. Enhanced Research: Direct NIH to use existing authorities and funds to expand palliative care research to 
advance clinical practice and improve care delivery for patients with serious or life-threatening illness. 

Please join us in affording patients and families facing serious or life-threatening illnesses greater access to 
the palliative care and hospice services that will enhance their quality of life. For additional information or to 
become a cosponsor, please contact Sahil Chaudhary (S.Chaudhary@mail.house.gov) with Congressman 
Engel’s staff or Logan Hoover (Logan.Hoover@mail.house.gov) with Congressman Reed’s staff. 

Sincerely, 

Eliot L. Engel                                                                                                 Tom Reed 
Member of Congress                                                                                    Member of Congress 

 


